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At Faith Academy Bellville (FAB), we are extremely grateful for the community support we receive and look 

for ways to return that love and care. One way we live out this mission is through free community classes like 

the FALCON Omega Class, which our own Dr. Monte Kimpel has hosted each semester for several years.  

Now we’re excited to expand our mission to the youngest in our community.  

The New FALCON Alpha Class 

We’re pleased to announce a new free community class for new and expectant parents and caregivers of infants 

and toddlers: the FALCON Alpha class, “The Connection Between Infant Movement and Learning.” It begins 

March 17, 2026, and is held every Tuesday through April 14, from 3:30-5:00 p.m. at Faith Academy’s FAL-

CON Center.  

At the FALCON Center (Faith Alliance Learning Connection of Neurodevelopment), trainers focus on incor-

porating movements such as crawling, crossing the midline, and others that are central to brain development 

and to our nervous systems. But where do these movements begin? They originate in infancy, and getting them 

right from the start is everything. FAB created the Alpha Class to help new and expectant parents understand 

just that, offering guidance on the importance of movement and tummy time during this critical window of de-

velopment. 

“We saw a gap in awareness of the lifelong impact infant movement has on children in school and beyond, so 

we are offering this free class to anyone who would like to know more,” said Mrs. Merlene Byler, the founder 

and director of the FALCON Center.  

How Does Movement Affect a Baby’s Brain? 

The brainstem includes two key structures called the pons and the medulla. As the brain's foundation, it con-

trols the body's most basic survival functions: breathing, heart rate, and reflexes. The pons and medulla must be 

developed first to support later higher-level thinking, like reading, focus, and even emotional regulation.   

Here's where movement comes in. To a parent, crawling looks like a baby chasing their favorite toy, but inside 

that adorable baby, something remarkable is happening. That cross-body motion is flooding the pons and me-

dulla with signals, stimulating and strengthening the brain structures that will shape how their child learns, 

moves, and grows for years to come. 

That foundation matters more than most realize. When it isn't properly established by year one or two, it almost 

always results in some form of learning or social difficulty, Mrs. Byler explained. 

What to Expect in the Alpha Class 

Each of the five sessions is designed to answer a question every parent deserves to know: how do early reflex-

es, movements, and sensory inputs shape a child's development and future learning? Mrs. Byler and FALCON 

Program Manager Pam McClure will guide parents and caregivers through that answer using videos, inter-

views, and hands-on doll demonstrations. 

The class will be both fun and supportive as we share our research-based knowledge with loving parents and 

caregivers. To register, please email or call the Faith Academy FALCON Center at: fal-

con@faithacademybellville.org or 979-865-1811.  
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The Great FALCON Crawl Off 

The Alpha Class babies aren’t the only ones crawling at the FALCON Center. This semester, we kicked off 

the Great FALCON Crawl Off, a fun and competitive way to help our students improve their academic and 

social skills by practicing crawling.  

What you may not know is that crawling on all fours like a baby is actually called “creeping.” What we call 

“army crawling” is more in line with the type of crawling we do at the FALCON Center and in the Crawl 

Off.  

Students must first learn the correct crawling form, demonstrate they can do it correctly for 12 yards, and 

then they’re off. See @TheFALCONCenter on Facebook for a video demonstration. As one student said, 

“It’s tiring when you do it right!”  

In each FALCON session, students are given 15 minutes to crawl correctly along a mat that is measured and 

marked in yards. A metronome creates a rhythm to build synchronization and coordination. As students ac-

cumulate yards, 120 at a time, their progress is celebrated on a shared tracking board. Awards are earned 

throughout the journey, with a special recognition planned at the end-of-year school awards ceremony. 

While the Great FALCON Crawl Off is a lot of fun, these repetitive movements serve an important purpose: 

improving vision, coordination, and focus. In fact, students are already seeing results. One parent reported 

their child's ability to catch a ball has grown considerably. Another student's vision test scores improved sig-

nificantly compared to last fall’s report. 

The entire FALCON team is cheering on our students as they continue to crawl their way through the Great 

FALCON Crawl Off!  

If you’re interested in the FALCON Center programs both for students and adults, please give us a call. 

We’d love to share our research-based, state-of-the-art modalities that help students and adults alike reach 

their greatest God-given learning potential. Please email us at falcon@faithacademybellville.org or call us at 

979-865-1811. 

Grady Ward, 5th grade,  
shows off his progress in the  
Great FALCON Crawl Off.   







 

 

 

 

 

From Ms. Brittany Guardia……. 

The 5th-grade class recently had the wonderful opportunity to visit San Felipe de Austin, the colonial capital of 

Texas, and they wanted to share their thoughts with everyone about what they learned while visiting this incred-

ible Texas Historical Commission site.  

From the 5th-grade class:  

We all had an incredible time visiting San Felipe de Austin, the colonial capital of Texas. Some of our favorite 

things that we learned included information about Stephen F. Austin’s first immigrant colony in Coahuila y 

Tejas (one of the newly established Mexican colonies under the Mexican Constitution of 1824), the saga of the 

Runaway Scape of 1836, and what life was like for the Texian pioneers living in Colonial Texas. We would like 

to share our favorite facts with you! Aria Villarreal wanted you all to know that “I learned that Stephen F. Aus-

tin’s middle name is Fuller! We should use it more often!”  

Cambry Courville and Miranda Lapham stated, “‘The Runaway Scrape’ was my favorite thing to learn about! I 

learned that the people had to burn their own town to the ground so that General Santa Anna and his army could 

not use anything. Sam Houston ordered the town to be burned.” All of our students enjoyed learning about the 

Runaway Scrape in the beautiful San Felipe de Austin Pioneer Museum, but thought that it was also very sad 

how they had to watch their homes be destroyed by the flames.  

Emily Feiertag and Grady Ward said, “my favorite part was learning about the ‘Texas Toothache Tree,’ and 

how the citizens of San Felipe de Austin chewed on the leaves and bark of the tree when they had any mouth 

pain or toothaches. We also learned that the town did not have a dentist, so the local blacksmith had to yank 

their teeth out with a hook!” The students participated in a “naturalist scavenger hunt,” locating many useful 

elements in nature and Gibson Schroller said this was his favorite part! Tori Davies said “it was so interesting to 

see how many useful things we could find on our scavenger hunt!”  The students were also shown how the 

leaves of the Yaupon Holly tree can be dried, roasted, and used to make a caffeinated tea. Colette Hyslop, 

Giselle Schultea, and Ellie Kate Cameron all loved learning about the Yaupon Holly and how the colonial resi-

dents used to call it their “colonial coffee.”  

The students also had the opportunity to learn to bake molasses cornbread in Miss Celia’s (a former slave who 

sued for her own freedom) kitchen with the help of our history guide, Miss Nicole.  Celia’s case was held in San 

Felipe, and William Barrett Travis was her lawyer! Zachary Sharma and Knox Reynolds loved the baking sta-

tion and said, "We learned how to ‘decipher’ colonial recipes and translate them into modern recipes! It was fun 

learning to bake in the colonial kitchen!” Mayson Araoz said, “I loved learning to make the old-fashioned corn-

bread that the colonists called ‘Indian Cakes.’ They were delicious!”  

While visiting the print shop, we observed how newspapers and legal documents were printed in the early 

1800s. We used the printing press to create replicas of William B. Travis’s letter from the Alamo, declaring 

“Victory, or Death!” Shiloh Horsely wanted everyone to know that “we learned their printing press worked so well and 

so quickly, that the townspeople thought it was by magic!”  
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Ila Hargrave loved learning that our use of “upper case” and “lower case” came from how the larger and 

smaller print type letters were stored in “upper” or “lower” cases, with the larger letters in cases above the 

smaller ones. We also learned that the original papers used for legal documents were made from cloth towels 

imported from Germany! 

The students learned that because of a lowercase “k” print type letter found near the remains of a brick chim-

ney, the archaeologists knew where to rebuild the print shop! Getting to use the printing machine and being 

Mr. Mark’s “printing apprentice” was Corbin Stodder, Wyatt Waxler, and Dash Garza’s favorite part!  

We all learned a lot about the colonial history of Texas and the importance of San Felipe de Austin to our 

freedom and independence from Mexico. Long before Washington on the Brazos became the hub of Texas 

independence, San Felipe was already on the “road to the revolution!”  

The 5th-grade class wants everyone to know they should make time to go out and visit San Felipe de Austin.  

Left to right: Ms. Brittany Guardia, Giselle Schultea, Tori Davies, Emily Feiertag, Colette Hyslop, El-

lie Kate Cameron, Shiloh Horsley, Aria Villarreal, Mayson Araoz, Wyatt Waxler, Dash Garza, Corbin 

Stodder, Gibson Schroller, Grady Ward, Knox Reynolds, Miranda Lapham, Ila Hargrave, Zachary 

Sharma, Mrs. Jennifer McCutcheon. (Not pictured: Cambry Courville). 
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FFA Sponsor….. 
Mrs. Cierra Hines-Hacker 

chines@faithacademybellville.org 

MARCH SCHEDULE 
 
 
 

MARCH: 
 

Mon, March 16: Houston Livestock Show & Rodeo  

Thurs, March 19: FFA Meeting at 5 PM—Event Center 

Fri, March 20: Jordan CDE 

Wed, March 25: FFA Officer Interviews after school 

Fri, March 27: Brazos Co. CDE 

 

 
 
 

 

 

 







  
MARCH AT A GLANCE . . . 

 
 

      3/18: Report Card Conferences 
                 No School 

   3/21: FA Garage Sale 
 

 

 
MARCH MUSIC 

The Birds Upon the Treetops 

Signing Time- Magic Words 

Silly Willy 

Keep Walking With The Lord 

Who Let the Letters Out? 

Take me Out to the Ball game 
 

EARLY EDUCATION CENTER  



https://www.faithacademybellville.org/who-we-

are/employment.cfm 
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Questions?  Email ywoods@faithacademybellville.org 



Throughout the year, you will find important               

announcements beyond this page that are worthy of 

remaining in the newsletter, for your convenience. 





 



FACTS Family App 


