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100 Years Old… For a Day! 

If you visited Faith Academy Bellville (FAB) on January 30, 2026, you might have thought a senior living center 

party took over campus, as our students dressed up in their best velour jogging suits, pearls, and bifocals to trans-

form into 100-year-olds for the day in celebration of the 100th day of school.  

The FAB Elementary students spent the day celebrating, reflecting on all they have learned, and how their char-

acter has developed throughout this chapter. Some made necklaces with 100 Cheerios; others researched and pre-

sented information about people who lived 100 years or more ago. Every 100 minutes, all elementary students 

stopped what they were doing for a 100-second dance party! It was a day full of fun and celebration.  

As Mrs. Jennifer McCutcheon, Elementary Director, said, “I like taking moments like the 100th day of school 

and holding them up as something to celebrate. Does it get in the way of learning? No, it's part of it. Learning 

how to celebrate is essential to life.” 

While academic achievements and growth are central to a milestone celebration, Mrs. McCutcheon is taking the 

time to focus on the character development the students have been working toward.  

Kindness as a Superpower 

At the beginning of the year, elementary students began a character-education program that Mrs. McCutcheon 

carefully selected to reflect our Christian beliefs. Each week, she meets with students as they focus on virtues and 

decision-making.  

“We started with kindness, because we need that most of all. God tells us, ‘Above all, love one another,’” Mrs. 

McCutcheon explained.  

The students started with the basics, learning what it means to be kind. They focused on the importance of choos-

ing kindness over other activities or ignoring others' needs, especially as the newness of the school year wears off 

and we’re tired. 

Another lesson in kindness focused on being kind to people in authority, including identifying who is in authority 

and what it means for someone to be in authority over us. Mrs. McCutcheon explained the righteousness of God 

and how He gives us authority as well. With that authority, we have to remember to stay within the parameters of 

right and wrong.  

“We can't just take our authority and say everybody needs to pick up all the rocks on the playground for me so I 

can build a castle. We have to use our authority wisely,” she explained.  

Big Lessons from a Tiny Dot 

A dot on a notecard helped students understand the impact of responsibility. Mrs. McCutcheon gave every stu-

dent a notecard and asked everyone to draw a dot in the middle. As they performed responsible acts, they would 

make their dot bigger. If they were not responsible, their dot could shrink. Mrs. McCutcheon said this was a tan-

gible lesson that encouraged students to stop and think, “Did my action help my spot grow or would that make 

my spot shrink?”  

The very first act of responsibility was to hold onto the card. Some students lost their cards and had to kindly ask 

someone in authority for help tying together the previous lessons.  

 

Cont. next page 



Perseverance: Trying Again, Together 

As Christmas break approached, students were getting weary, making it a great time to discuss perseverance. 

They sought out stories of people who persevered, even as they faced extremely difficult challenges that would 

have made it easy to give up. Mrs. McCutcheon said students began to recognize the many blessings in their 

lives: love, a home, food, heat, school, and family. Still, some challenges require perseverance to see them 

through, and students can share them on sticky notes attached to a bulletin board in the cafeteria for all to see. 

Each morning, Mrs. McCutcheon selects one, and that student gets a prize. 

Several weeks ago, students were teamed up and given a box of materials, such as cups, straws, paper, and 

cardboard. Mrs. McCutcheon instructed them to work in a group to build a three-story tower, and each floor 

had to hold people represented as Lego-type cubes.  

Part of the lesson was following directions; when some groups built a five-story tower, they had to start over. 

Other groups struggled to build a structure, and they learned that it’s ok to fail because you can persevere. 

Each grade handled the lesson uniquely, Mrs. McCutcheon said.  

“Each grade approached perseverance differently, but they did it, and it was fun. There was laughter, and there 

was joy. There were a couple of tears, but we got over it. We moved on, and we persevered,” she said.  

A Teacher’s Journey of Saying “Okay, God” 

Most recently, Mrs. McCutcheon shared her own story of perseverance, illustrated with a few of her favorite 

books: Hatchet, The Good Dog, My Side of the Mountain, and more. Each book centers on grit and endurance, 

much like her own path. 

She graduated from college with a degree in Radio, Television, and Film, a degree she often jokes she’s never 

truly used. Her first job was producing commercials, including spots for World Wrestling Entertainment 

(WWE), but she didn’t enjoy the work. In a moment of prayer, she told God she was struggling, and she felt 

Him say, “Don’t worry. Things are going to happen.” 

They did. The very next day, she received a call from Jim Goode, one of the kings of Texas BBQ and founder 

of the Goode Company Restaurant Group. He had an idea he wanted her help with, and even though she doubt-

ed her experience, she ended up helping him open the Hall of Flame store on Kirby Drive in Houston. While 

installing a massive sombrero art piece by Bob Wade, she met the man who would become her husband. 

Their life together took them to New Mexico, where she worked as a cowgirl and ranch hand (still no need for 

the Radio-Television-Film degree), then to a newspaper job at the Las Vegas Optic in Las Vegas, New Mexico. 

They started an outfitting business, welcomed children, and enjoyed the simple joys of country living, like goat 

milking, which made her happy. When her father was diagnosed with cancer, they moved back to Texas, 

where her husband worked in the oil and gas industry, and she raised their boys. During that time, she fell in 

love with gardening, and her potatoes became such a success that they supplied Houston restaurants and were 

sold at farmers’ markets. 

When the family decided to homeschool, she worried she wasn’t equipped for it. That concern  led her to earn 

her teaching certificate, which revealed her passion for working with students who learn differently. Not long 

after, she took a job teaching first grade at Faith Academy Bellville in 2010. She taught first grade, then second 

grade, and her boys attended FAB as well. In 2013, the family made another big move: to Alaska. 

In Craig, Alaska, on Prince of Wales Island, she served as a special education teacher. The family had a great 

adventure there. Her son, Aaron, loved it, while Wyatt missed football, especially Coach James Crawford, and 

the Bible teachers, Kevin McGonagill and Amy Catlett, at FAB. 

Looking back, she says her life had been good up to that point. She talked to God constantly, and He always 

answered.                                                                                                                                   Cont. next page 



“I just kept persevering and always saying ‘okay’ to God. The more that I said ‘okay’ to God, the better things 

got. I mean, honestly,” she tells the students. 

Eventually, the family moved again. This time to Montana. But when her husband was diagnosed with kidney 

disease, they returned to Texas. It was a frightening season filled with uncertainty, but she stayed obedient and 

persevered through the transition. That difficult move brought her back to Faith Academy. 

“In my story of perseverance, I told the kids I love what I do here, and I don’t feel like this is my job,” she 

said. “I know that God has put me here for a reason. So every time I’ve said ‘okay’ to God, it ends up being 

amazing.” 

Our students have already learned many valuable lifelong lessons in these first 100 days of the school year, and 

we celebrate alongside them. We at FAB are blessed that God led Mrs. McCutcheon back to teach and guide 

our students so they can develop into the people God intended them to be, strengthening their character, gifts, 

and walk with Him. 

Faith Academy students, Brie Minarcik, Sofia 
Nino, and Victoria Morrell,  dressed up as 100-
year-olds to celebrate the 100th day of school 
and their growth in both academics and charac-
ter.   
 
 
Mrs. Jennifer McCutcheon, Elementary Director, 
with the stack of books that encapsulate her 
sense of adventure and ability to persevere 
through challenges. She leads the character de-
velopment program, helping students grow in 
kindness, responsibility, and perseverance.  
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FFA Sponsor….. 
Mrs. Cierra Hines-Hacker 

chines@faithacademybellville.org 

 

FEBRUARY SCHEDULE 

 

 

FEBRUARY: 

Tues, Feb. 10: Klein Cain CDE 
 

Thurs, Feb. 12: FFA Meeting at 5 pm 
 

Wed, Feb. 25: FFA Officer Test after school 
 

Waller CDE 

Thurs, Feb. 26: Waller CDE 

 

 
 
 

 







EARLY EDUCATION CENTER  

Menu on next page…. 

 FEBRUARY AT A GLANCE . . . 

  

2/6- PS Classes Lemonade Stand 

2/13- Valentine Cookie Celebration during 
snack 

2/14- Night of Knights 

2/16- Holiday - President’s Day 

2/20 - Bear Hunt 
 

 FEBRUARY MUSIC 

 “Will You Be My Valentine?” 

“We’re Going on a Bear Hunt” 

“Five Little Hot Dogs” 

“The Joy of Jesus” 

“The Opposite Song” 

“If You’re Happy and You Know It” 





https://www.faithacademybellville.org/who-we-

are/employment.cfm 

https://www.faithacademybellville.org/who-we-are/employment.cfm
https://www.faithacademybellville.org/who-we-are/employment.cfm


Questions?  Email ywoods@faithacademybellville.org 



Throughout the year, you will find important               

announcements beyond this page that are worthy of 

remaining in the newsletter, for your convenience. 





 









FACTS Family App 


