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One of the most coveted Silent Auction items at the annual Night of Knights fundraiser gala is the Ele-

mentary Principal for the Day. As students, who among us wouldnôt have loved to take over the school 

and make the rules? 

This year, the bidding got competitive, and two students walked away with the prize. They each had the 

opportunity to be Mrs. Jennifer McCutcheon, the Faith Academy Bellville Elementary Director, for the 

day.  

Instead of enforcing the rules, both Miss Ila Hargrave, 5th grade, and Miss Stella Burson, 4th grade, 

spent the day encouraging students and teachers alike and providing plenty of opportunities for fun.  

A Vision for the Day 

Before their day as principal, Mrs. McCutcheon sat with each student to talk about their vision for the 

day. They each received a ñTeacher Cup,ò a clipboard with ñYou Were Caught Being Good Certifi-

cates,ò and a notepad and pen. The notepad and pen were a must because, as Mrs. McCutcheon said, ñIn 

this job, you can't think you're going to remember everything people say to you during the day; you have 

to write it down.ò 

Mrs. McCutcheon said their plans were motivated by one question: ñHow am I going to make school 

better for my friends?ò  

More Fun, More Fresh Air 

Both Principals for the Day granted the students the most requested gift of all - extra recess. In fact, 

when asked what the one change they would make to the school day would be, they both said permanent 

extra recess. Principal Hargrave explained that she plays soccer during recess, so she is moving her body 

and exercising, which is important for the studentsô brains and learning. 

ñExtra recess was huge for both of them, and that tells us something. We should probably be outside 

more, and give kids more time to think and talk together,ò Mrs. McCutcheon said.  

Dance parties were welcome interruptions throughout the day. The principals both enjoyed declaring a 

dance party over the school intercom.  

Using Their Power for Good 

One of the greatest things about the day, according to Mrs. McCutcheon, was the clipboard activity. 

Each principal could hand out certificates and prizes to fellow students who were ñcaught doing some-

thing good.ò Mrs. McCutcheon pointed out that the girls didnôt just hand out the certificates but wrote in 

detail what each one was for. Their prize bags had to be refilled multiple times because ñthatôs just how 

much love they were showing others,ò Mrs. McCutcheon said.  

 

Cont. next page 



Principal Burson wanted to expand it to the teachers and used a ñKudosò pad to celebrate teachers and 

staff for their good work, too. Mrs. McCutcheon said she will always cherish her ñKudosò sheet from 

Principal Burson, which said, ñYouôre just an awesome teacher!ò 

Each grade level also has a Knightôs Shield on the wall to encourage positive behavior. Both principals 

moved each classô shields along the board, and as a result, many classes earned a free dress day to wear 

clothes of their choice instead of their daily Faith Academy uniform.  

Both declared holidays of sorts to keep the fun going after their day in charge. Principal Hargrave made 

the following Tuesday ñCrazy Sock Day,ò allowing students to show off their personalities with socks. 

In the next few weeks, as the weather warms up, students will enjoy a cold, sweet treat at a Popsicle Par-

ty planned especially for them by Principal Burson.  

They also took over some of the regular aspects of the day, like leading devotional with the 5th graders 

and Character education with the 3rd grade.  

What Leadership Looks Like 

At the end of the day, both principals said that the central aspect of the job is ñto make sure that nobody 

is being hurt and everybody is being treated right.ò  

What started as a silent-auction item idea years ago has become an opportunity for students to live out a 

dream while supporting their friends and gaining leadership experience. 

Mrs. McCutcheon knows something about childhood dreams. As a young student, she wrote that she 

wanted to teach and write a book, and she's accomplished both. She says that tells her that even when 

we're young, our experiences are quietly shaping who we'll become. 

For Ila and Stella, one day as principal was more than a prize; it was a chance to lead with kindness, lift 

up their classmates, and discover what it really means to be in charge. And if the student body has any-

thing to say about it, theyôd welcome them back anytime. 

 Left: Mrs. McCutcheion & Ila Hargrave. Fifth-grader 
Ila Hargrave served as Principal for the Day, follow-
ing in Mrs. McCutcheon's footsteps. Right: Stella 
Burson. During her Principal for the Day experience, 
fourth-grader Stella Burson enjoys reading to a class-
room.  







You can find it here, on their YouTube channel. 

 
Here are links to the critical resources we shared: 
 
¶ The Ultimate Guide to Understanding Routers 
 

¶ One Momôs Brilliant Smartphone Letter to Her Daughter 

¶ How to Have 10 Porn Talks Before Age 10 

¶ How to Handle Sextortion with Your Kids 

¶ The Ultimate Guide to Kid-Friendly Phones 

¶ Pre-order PYEôs new book, 5 Habits of the Tech-Ready Family 

ƘǧǇǎΥκκǿǿǿΦǇǊƻǘŜŎǘȅƻǳƴƎŜȅŜǎΦŎƻƳ 

https://youtu.be/ecDs1GjlYcM
https://www.protectyoungeyes.com/devices/the-ultimate-guide-to-understanding-routers
https://chriswmckenna.substack.com/p/a-moms-brilliant-smartphone-letter
https://www.protectyoungeyes.com/blog-articles/10-before-10-time-to-make-porn-a-normal-talk
https://www.protectyoungeyes.com/blog-articles/what-is-sextortion-prevention-response-guide-families
https://www.protectyoungeyes.com/blog-articles/best-phones-for-kids-ultimate-guide
https://www.techreadyfamily.com/
https://www.protectyoungeyes.com













































