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God is the first and ultimate creator, as shared in Genesis 1, ñIn the beginning God created the heavens and the 

earth.ò We celebrate the God-given creative gift in every student who picks up a brush, a camera, or a ball of clay. 

This week, a record 321 art pieces were displayed throughout the Beth Keaton Gym at Faith Academy Bellville 

(FAB) during the annual FAB Art Festival. Students in kindergarten through high school from six schools across 

Texas submitted their creations in 18 categories. The art ranged from traditional media like drawing and painting 

to found art made with reused or recycled materials, and, new this year, Lego art featuring imaginative pieces 

made with the toy blocks.   

A Showcase of Every Medium 

Among the categories of Visual Arts, such as pottery, printmaking, and relief sculpture, there was a particular  

interest in 3D Sculpture, which is made from a variety of materials, including clay, metals, papier-mache, stone,  

and even soap.  

Fiber, fabric, and paper art categories enabled students of all ages to showcase a wide array of creativity - from 

intricate origami-inspired creations to a beautiful vintage-style dress.  

Other categories enable students to share their talents in photography, digital art, calligraphy, mixed media, and 

more.  

19 Years of Celebrating Student Artists 

This is the 19th year FAB has hosted the festival, originally in conjunction with the schoolôs accrediting body, 

Association of Christian Schools International (ACSI), and now organized by the FAB events team, art teachers, 

and administration. The five other participating schools included: Covenant Academy (Cypress), Covenant  

Christian School (Conroe), Poetry Community Christian School (Terrell), The Connection School of Houston 

(Cypress), and Heritage Christian Academy (Fredericksburg).  

The process begins with each school hosting its own art competition. Then the top entries are brought to FAB for 

extensive judging by 20 art enthusiasts and experts from the community and participating schools.  

All entries are judged using the same criteria: design and composition; technique and the skill of construction; 

communication and presentation; and creativity and originality. From there, kindergarten through 5th-grade     

students and then the 6th through 12th-grade students are evaluated using age and skill-appropriate guidelines. 

The basic principles and elements of art, like unity, balance, contrast, line, shape, and more, are also considered 

when judging.  

ñWe love hosting the FAB Art Festival because we are providing a platform for students to express themselves, 

with their God-given gifts and talents in a variety of ways,ò said Suzi Cano, FAB Events Director. ñA lot of work 

goes into the event each year, from coordinating with other schools, judging, to the display and presentation. We 

appreciate all of the effort our staff, volunteers, and partner schools put into this beautiful show of expression.ò 

For Mrs. Cano, the FAB Art Festival is personal. Sixteen years ago, the Cano family attended the festival as visi-

tors, cheering on her son Mauri's first-grade artwork, which had advanced from Lifestyle Christian School in 

Conroe. About 10 months later, an unexpected job change brought the family to Bellville and Mauri to Faith 

Academy. Though leaving home was hard, that first experience at FAB had already given them peace. Now she 

works to make sure every family who walks through those doors feels exactly what her family felt that first day.         
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Celebrating Excellence 

To kick off the festivities, the FAB National Junior Honor Society brought the fun, giving all students a chance 

to spend the morning creating art, or even becoming the art, through face painting, coloring, and other fun ar-

tistic activities. 

Awards were presented across five age divisions: kindergarten, 1stï2nd grade, 3rdï5th grade, 6th-8th grade, 

and 9th-12th grade. Within each category, 1st through 3rd place ribbons were awarded. Then, capping the cel-

ebration, Best in Show ribbons honored one standout piece per age group, and one overall Best in Show went 

to the most extraordinary submission of the day.  

FAB students of all ages took home prizes in a variety of categories, demonstrating the creativity and talent 

present at our school. At FAB, we are blessed with gifted and generous art teachers, Ms. Lea Kohn and Mrs. 

Michele Mazoch, who inspire and pour into our students.  

The FAB Art Festival was once again a beautiful expression of Godôs love for us in all things He creates and 

enables us to create and enjoy. Please plan to join us next year and share in the joy of this local student art 

show.  

 

2026 FAB Art Festival Winners 

Front (L to R): Ms. Lea Kohn (Junior High & High School Art Teacher), Claire Smith (6),  Grady Ward (5), 

Brylee Zapalac (3), Madelyn Johnson (Kinder), Aaron Gonzalez (Kinder)  

Back (L to R): Sara DeVoke (11), Siena Hyslop (7), Parker Groth (4), Cadence Wagner (4), Brie Minarcik 

(2), Colette Hyslop (5), Finn Hyslop (3), Ila Hargrave (5), Giselle Schultea (5), Mrs. Michele Mazoch 

(Elementary Art Teacher)  

Not pictured: Silas Claughton (K) and Livi Schroller (9) 
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